Doreen Carol Lewis
January 16, 1957 - November 30, 2021

Doreen Carol Lewis, 64, of St. Petersburg, FL died unexpectedly on November 30. Born
on January 16, 1957 in Wyandotte, MI to Roy and Irene (LaPere) Deason. Raised in
Southgate, MI, she was the third of four children.
During her adolescence, she was a studious student and accomplished musician playing
the trombone. One of her fondest memories was visiting Switzerland with her bandmates
to study concert music at the Revelli International School of Music. She was a proud
member of the Class of 1975 of Schafer High School.
Shortly after graduation, she attended college briefly then toured the United States. It was
during this nomadic period she met her future husband in Colorado during a church
service while visiting a close childhood friend. They quickly developed a long-distance
romance and married in 1978. Her journeys eventually brought her to New Bedford, MA
where she lived for three decades. Over time, she became enthralled by the rugged
landscape and historic charm of New England.
Doreen vigorously pursued a career in the banking industry spanning over 30 years,
having held various positions, her last one being a BSA Coordinator for Sovereign Bank.
She was fascinated by the scope of fraud investigation and became greatly inspired by the
energy and talent of her colleagues.
In her leisure time, she was very passionate about adopting animals, traveling, watching
movies, cooking, and, of course, spending countless hours with family and friends. Her
curiosity never ceased as she was a voracious reader of astronomy, history, biography,
and science fiction.
As a lifelong humanitarian, she avidly supported organizations including Children
International, ASPCA, and most recently, Friends of Strays. In 1994, she ventured to the
Dominican Republic by herself to meet her beloved sponsor child Nancy.

She is survived by her husband, Bill Lewis and son, Brandon Lewis of St. Petersburg, FL;
stepdaughter Donna Lewis of Chestnut Hill, MA and stepson William Lewis III of Dighton,
MA; siblings Bruce Deason of Brownstown, MI, Vickie Webb and her husband Joe of Olive
Branch, MS, and Dean Deason of Ferndale, MI, along with several cousins, nephews and
nieces.

Charitable contributions can be made in her memory to Friends of Stray at https://friendsof
strays.salsalabs.org/donate/index.html
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Doreen will be greatly missed. Her infectious smile and wonderful sense of
humor. We were far enough away from age but always had a lot to talk about.
She struggled h with her health but found it to be too hard to struggle anymore.
She had givin in. I look I’ve you Doreen, sister of mine. You will be in my heart
forever.
Vickie Webb - December 17, 2021 at 11:33 AM

MO
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Monica - December 08, 2021 at 07:40 PM

Doreen was the sweetest gem ever !!! I’m so sad to hear about her passing, she’s to
young
Sending sympathy and prayers to the whole family
Rest In Peace
my dear
Susan Sousa - December 09, 2021 at 02:52 PM

MD

Brandon and Bill,
My deepest sympathy to you both. Doreen lived a full life, but was cut too short.
For all that knew her we are blessed. She was a great human being with a HUGE
heart. I met Doreen while working at NB Five. We became fast friends and
continued our friendship when she moved to Florida in 2010. We corresponded
with hundreds of letters and thousands of emails throughout the years. I treasure
every memory, letter and email. I was grateful to visit her in Florida back in 2009.
She was the best listener, best friend, confidant and sister-friend I could have
had. My heart is broken and has a hole that will not ever be replaced.
Until, we meet again my sweet friend in heaven.
Love and deepest sympathy!!
Monica Dumas
Monica Dumas - December 08, 2021 at 11:14 AM

LC

Dear Bill and Brandon, I have no words for what you must be feeling. I can only say
that she had a difficult life and I can’t wait to see her in heaven.
I felt like I lost her a while back, as my life got fuller and busier, I wrote less and less.
I remember how she could make us laugh with the things she did! I admired her
bravery and her intelligence. After she moved to MA we joked about eating tea and
crumpets and she actually brought me some on her next visit.
I love her dearly and know that she will always be missed.
I’m praying for you both. Losing someone always leaves all kinds of feelings. I know
that both of you did everything you could to show her how much you loved her. If you
ever want to chat, give me a call.
In memory of a good friend.
Lucille Schatzline Coffee
Lucille Coffee - December 09, 2021 at 01:01 PM

